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Main message
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The RER is a key relative macro price for economic development and
employment
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Macroeconomic policy can influence the RER
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An important problem: central banking
Empirical evidence on the relationship RER—growth
Mechanisms
Policy issues: RER management

1. Mainstream macro-policy and
the RER

Mainstream macro-policy in developing countries
Vision: The best contribution that macroeconomic policy can do to
economic development is provide stability: 1) low inflation; 2) fiscal
balance; 3) non-explosive balance of payments.
The preferred macro-policy regime is FIT (Floating + Inflation
Targeting)
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Inflation targeting
F
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Taylor rule but with a heavy weight on the nominal exchange rate

Free floating
F

It is actually not such; central banks fear of floating and thus managed
their exchange rate.

Due to their (almost) exclusive focus on inflation, monetary policy
leads to:
I
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An RER overvaluation bias (Libman, 2016)
High exchange rate volatility

RER overvaluation and volatility are bad for economic
development/growth

2. The RER and Economic Growth:
Empirical Evidence

Empirical evidence: Growth Regressions
Several econometric studies have found a positive association
between RER levels and economic growth and a negative association
between RER volatility and economic growth. The associations have
been especially relevant for developing countries.
The most common empirical strategy has been to run growth
regressions of the Barro-type:
growthit

= a0 + a1 lnyit

1 + b lnUndervalit

+ kXit + vit

with Underval = RER/RER ⇤ . The main hypothesis is that b > 0.
RER ⇤ is either estimated as a PPP adjusted for the
Balassa-Samuelson effect or as a fundamental equilibrium RER.
PPP adjusted :
lnRERit = g0 + g1 lnyit + eit
FERER:
lnRERit = d0 + d1 lnyit + rZit + eit

Empirical evidence: Main findings
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A long list of growth-regression studies have found a positive
association between RER levels and economic growth
Evidences suggests that:
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The association is stronger for developing countries.
The effect is symmetric: overvaluation hurts growth and
undervaluation accelerates growth.
RER volatility affects growth negatively.
The finding is robust to changes in the independent variable [ as well as
the dependent variable
The finding is robust to changes in: i) the estimation methodology:
cross-section, panel data, dynamic panels (GMM), cointegration panels,
non-linear techniques), ii) periods, iii) regions, iv) extreme values.
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Empirical evidence: Other methodologies
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Evidence of a positive association between RER and growth also
comes from other type of studies
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Indirect measures: FX reserve accumulation, FX intervention, Foreign
savings, Capital accumulation.
Studies on growth surges, export surges, investment surges.
Comparative and case studies: South East Asia vs. Latin America;
within Latin America.

3. The channels

Two main channels
The literature has identified two main channels:

1. The “macro-prudential” channel
A higher RER leads to lower foreign saving, which reduces external
fragility and the likelihood of sudden-stops and crises in developing
countries.

2. The “tradable-led-growth” channel
A higher RER leads to higher profit rates in tradable labor-intensive
activities and foster structural change, employment growth and economic
development.

The “macro-prudential” channel
International capital markets operate with many imperfections that
lead to instability and crises, which can jeopardize long-term
economic performance => Capital flows management.
Countries that run current account deficits and RER overvaluation are
prone to sudden-stops and BP crises (many times leading to twin and
triple crises).
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Latin America post-disinflation programs in the 1980s and 1990s
South East Asia post-liberalization experiences in the 1990s
EMU countries post-2008.

Running current account surpluses (or small deficits), maintaining
above-equilibrium RERs and accumulating FX reserves reduces
macroeconomic volatility and the chances of sudden-stops and crises.
This affects long-term growth positively.
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The RER is an instrument macro-prudential policy.

Foreign savings and growth

The “tradable-led-growth” channel
This mechanism perceives economic development as a process
characterized by a rapid and intense structural transformation the
economy, mobilizing resources (capital and labor) from
low-productivity to high-productivity activities, which are largely
tradable.
This channel can be seen as comprising three broad elements:
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Modern tradable activities are intrinsically more productive or operate
under some sort of increasing returns to scale.
Given this trait, the reallocation of (current and future) resources to
these activities – i.e. structural change – accelerates GDP per capita
growth.
Accumulation in these activities depends on their profitability, which in
turn depends on the level of the RER. Rapid capital accumulation
requires a sufficiently competitive (high) RER to compensate for the
market failures caused by the increasing returns.

This kind of activities has traditionally been associated with
manufactures, but there is now recognition that tradable services are
also part of this group.
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The RER is an instrument of industrial policy.

4. Policy Issues

Managing the RER I
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The goal of a Stable and Competitive real exchange rate (SCRER)
strategy is to provide (modern) tradable firms incentives sufficiently
stable and durable to induce investment. This may likely require
managing the RER beyond the short run.
Targeting a SCRER beyond the short run is a strategy that has a
long-run goal – i.e. to accelerate growth – but needs to be compatible
with the conventional short-run goals of macroeconomic policy:
internal and external balances.
Achieving external balance does not seem problematic under a
SCRER strategy.
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Running current account deficits and surpluses is not symmetrical. The
former is unsustainable (and probably desirable or “optimal”) and the
latter sustainable but may be suboptimal.
Intertemporal assessment —accumulate foreign assets while develop
first and later spend those assets once developed— seems highly
positive

Managing a the RER II
Monetary and exchange-rate policies together: It is usually argued
that exchange rate policy is not an option for an emerging market due
to the constraint posed by the trilemma. However, a country
targeting a SCRER would likely face and excess supply of FX. In
such a case, the trilemma may not be binding
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The government could carry out sterilized FX interventions. Two
instruments: 1) FX interventions for the ER and 2) sterilization for the
interest rate.
If they imply a moderate quasi-fiscal cost, pay it. John. Williamson
If too high, combine capital controls and fiscal policy to manage
domestic absorption counter-cyclically.

Inflationary pressures may arise even if macro-policy is adequately
coordinated to manage domestic demand.
I

Try social pact and wage coordination: win-win inter-temporally but
short-run losses.

Appendix

RER variation vs. RER level effects
RER variations and output level : a rise (fall) of the RER usually leads to
a contraction (expansion) in the output level due to a rise (fall) in the real
wage and thus in households spending. The balance-sheet effect goes in
the same direction. This is a short-run relationship.
RER level and volatility and rate of change of output: A high and stable
(low and volatile) RER level accelerates (decelerates) —through
mechanisms discussed below— the rate of economic growth. As a result,
income and real wages end up being higher. This is medium/long-run
relationship.

Conclusion

Don t confuse DEVALUATION with UNDERVALUATION!

The RER and output in the short run

Figure : Short run

The RER and output in the medium/long run

Figure : Medium/long run

The RER and industrial policy
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Economists tend to agree that development involves the mobilization
of resources (capital and labor) from low-productivity (backward) to
high-productivity (modern) sectors.
This does not happen “naturally” because market failures make
modern activities non-profitable under “equilibrium” prices.
Industrial policy provide transitory extra profits (or rents) to induce
capital accumulation in those activities.
If they are 1) tradable and 2) labor-intensive, the rate of profit is:
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The RER is part of the industrial policy arsenal. Its choice should
depend on the efficacy-cost trade-off. It is market-friendly, but is
regressive and hard to manage.

